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Criminal silence

IT is no secret that oppressed and vulnerable communities in

Pakistan are routinely targeted. Religious minorities, women,

students, children, transpersons, and people of certain ethnicities

periodically find themselves at the mercy of forces out to

‘homogenise’ society. Intolerance against women and others is

growing steadily.

Unfortunately, most cases of human rights violations go unnoticed. Very few

attract the attention of media and rights activists — with the electronic and

print media often focusing on certain incidents, whereas others of a similar

nature are not highlighted. The crimes against these people never garner public

attention or attract the notice of the higher authorities. Those that are reported

go on to become the focus of the law enforcers, the judiciary and human rights

NGOs. State-mandated commissions are set up to investigate such instances,

and as a result, progress on resolving these cases is accelerated.

A closer look reveals a pattern. There seems to be an unspoken, unwritten

protocol of selectivity — often in sync with the political views of owners of news

channels or newspapers and magazines. In more general terms, the importance

of a case can rest on factors such as ethnicity, urban versus rural issues, the

The writer is a lawyer.
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social and political status of the victim or perpetrator. These often determine

the media’s handling of such situations.

For instance, the harassment of a couple by the accused Usman Mirza, who ran

a car business, received huge attention on social media, but the case of Dodo

Bheel, a worker in a private company who died after being subjected to intense

torture for several days reportedly by the company’s guards over alleged theft

in Tharparkar district, did not.

Not all cases of grave human rights

violations make it to the media.

Why did his case not attract the attention of most media outlets and human

rights organisations? Is it because he belonged to a low-caste Hindu minority

community or because the perpetrators worked in a corporate company and

did not belong to any political or high social class? Noor Mukadam’s heinous

murder was rightly highlighted by the media, resulting in speedy justice. But

what about Quratul Ain Baloch, the mother of four children who was allegedly

murdered by an abusive spouse? Her case was hardly taken up by the media or

human rights activists. Faryal, a 35-year-old mother of three, was stabbed to

death allegedly by her husband in their house in Karachi. But there was very

little public reaction, media coverage, or concern shown by rights activists’

when compared to, say, the Nazim Jokhio case.

Forced conversion is a very serious matter and mostly involves lower-caste,

non-Muslim, minor girls. Pooja Kumari, a low-caste Hindu teenage girl, was

killed after she apparently resisted her abduction linked to alleged forced

conversion for marriage. According to an HRCP report, nearly 1,000 girls

belonging to minority Hindu and Christian communities are forcibly married

or converted to Islam every year in Pakistan. It is an issue of grave concern, yet

there is no sustained campaign by rights NGOs or government authorities to

end forcible conversions.

Baloch students have routinely complained of harassment and racial profiling

at campuses in Punjab, both by university administrations and other students

groups. The challenges these students face never make it to the agenda of

activists or to the mainstream media. There has been criminal silence on

violence against transpeople. Over the years, scores of such persons have been

killed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Ethnic Shia Hazaras and Ahmedis have long been persecuted for their faiths.

According to a rep ort by the National Commis sion for Human Rights (NCHR),

509 Haz a  ras have been kil led in various incidents of terrorism in Quetta over

the past five years.

The NCHR was created to protect and promote fundamental human rights

guaranteed in the 1973 Constitution. The Sindh Commission on the Status of

Women maintains an office and staff and conducts periodic meetings,

generating glossy reports with the help of consultants and INGO funding.

Likewise, the Sindh Human Rights Commission also has an office and staff and

is mandated to take up all human rights violations that take place in the

province.

Civil society needs to evaluate the performance of these commissions, and

monitor the implementation of their mandates and sanctioned funds received

from the government and INGOs. The Sindh Commission on the Status of

https://www.theperspective.com/
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Women, the NCHR and the Sindh Human Rights Commission should enhance

their coordination with each other, avoid the duplication of efforts and

proactively and efficiently execute their responsibilities which have been

enshrined in their mandate and take up cases of human rights violations

without coming under any pressure or compromise.

The writer is a lawyer.

Published in Dawn, June 13th, 2022

   

5

Read more

DAWN NEWS ENGLISH

Comments (5) Closed

Fastrack

Jun 13, 2022 07:28am

Ever hold the all powerful PPP Sindh government responsible? Whatever happens to Hindus is 99% in 
Sindh.

Recommend  13

Syed Nazim

Jun 13, 2022 10:10am

Perpetrators of crime are protected by Waderas. Abolish zamindari, crime graph will come down.

Recommend  0

Qamar Ahmed

Jun 13, 2022 04:00pm

Does the others given the rights?

Recommend  0

In�ation and its

discontents

Education: rural futures Women’s mobility

سوزوکی نے کاروں کی قیمتیں ساڑھے 3 لاکھ روپے تک
بڑھا دیں

دہشت گردی کی حالیہ لہر کے پیچھے کیا وجوہات ہیں؟

‘US, Pakistan have a

shared interest in

�ghting terrorists’

IMF: Deal or no deal? ‘Pakistani courts will

defend constitution,

polls will take place’

Does Pakistan’s political

leadership realise

severity of ongoing

economic crisis?

Politics over economy: A

chance to put house in

order? Spotlight

H

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dawn.com%2Fnews%2F1694570&display=popup&ref=plugin
https://twitter.com/share?text=Criminal%20silence&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dawn.com%2Fnews%2F1694570&counturl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dawn.com%2Fnews%2F1694570
https://www.dawn.com/news/print/1694570
javascript:void(0)
https://www.youtube.com/c/DawnNewsEnglish
https://www.youtube.com/c/DawnNewsEnglish
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736545/inflation-and-its-discontents
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736544/education-rural-futures
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736543/womens-mobility
https://www.dawnnews.tv/news/1196841/
https://www.dawnnews.tv/news/1196740/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZJTgwAbJ0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQdQ8HFp9Iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZYKcrgXtQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29m02FLlohE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPvwlAZRbDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6CcJ9IIUsQ


Latest Stories

Most Popular

01 02 03

04 05 06

07 08 09

Must Read

Opinion

Editorial

READ ALL COMMENTS

Nankana Sahib DSP,
SHO suspended after

violent mob lynches
man over blasphemy

allegations

Aid trickles in as
Turkiye-Syria quake

toll passes 24,000

PM preaches ‘hard
work’ to get Pakistan

through ‘di�cult
time’

World Bank unveils
roadmap for Pakistan

to reduce distortions
in economy

Moody’s sees
Pakistan’s external

position under stress

Ethiopian Airlines to
start operations from

Karachi on March 26

The Kashmir con�ict has been depicted in �lm
many a time but not nearly enough

Komal Rizvi says her ex-husband hit her head
with a frying pan for serving cold food

Renowned writer and poet Amjad Islam Amjad
passes away at 78 in Lahore

Pakistan agrees to IMF

conditions, sta�-level accord

still pending: Dar

Our agony aunt Pakistan’s foreign exchange

reserves fall below $3bn

The red line If Pakistan defaulted... The State Bank of Pakistan is

equally to blame for the

current economic mess

Still short of IMF ‘all clear’,

govt puts on brave face

Matters with IMF expected to

be settled today: Dar

Speculation on social media

regarding army chief visiting

US ‘baseless’: ISPR

Editorial: Things can get a lot

more di�cult for Pakistan if

IMF talks drag on

unnecessarily

We don’t know exactly what the

final agreement with the IMF would

entail for the people.

The worst cost-of-

living period on

record in Pakistan is

morphing into a

social and public

health crisis

How much TV do

Pakistanis watch?

Amjad Islam Amjad:

The poet of romance

Policy responses to

address education-

related issues need to

be holistic and

require a coherent

approach

In�ation and its discontents

Sakib Sherani

Food inflation in countries such as

Pakistan has a direct bearing on

poverty outcomes.

Updated 11 Feb, 2023

Education: rural futures

Hina Saleem

11 Feb, 2023

Women’s mobility

Zofeen T. Ebrahim

11 Feb, 2023

Regulating pharma

Ayesha Tammy Haq

Updated 10 Feb, 2023

Independent central
bank

Riaz Riazuddin

Updated 11 Feb, 2023

Final IMF deal?

We don’t know exactly

what the final

agreement with the

11 Feb, 2023

Moscow boycott

NATURE abhors a

vacuum, and if

Pakistan does not

attend key

11 Feb, 2023

Fuel shortages

WE should have seen

this coming. As has

become the norm over

the past 10 months or

Updated 10 Feb, 2023

Ridiculous laws

The criminalisation of

defamation will come

back to haunt those

10 Feb, 2023

Victim-blaming

ONE of the

perpetrators of the

gang rape in

Islamabad’s F-9 park

10 Feb, 2023

Jumbo cabinet

AT a time when the

nation is struggling to

maintain financial

solvency, the federal

https://www.dawn.com/latest-news
https://images.dawn.com/
https://www.dawn.com/popular
https://www.dawn.com/must-read
https://www.dawn.com/opinion
https://www.dawn.com/opinion
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736565/nankana-sahib-dsp-sho-suspended-after-violent-mob-lynches-man-over-blasphemy-allegations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736555/aid-trickles-in-as-turkiye-syria-quake-toll-passes-24000
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736556/pm-preaches-hard-work-to-get-pakistan-through-difficult-time
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736549/world-bank-unveils-roadmap-for-pakistan-to-reduce-distortions-in-economy
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736546/moodys-sees-pakistans-external-position-under-stress
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736407/ethiopian-airlines-to-start-operations-from-karachi-on-march-26
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736561/the-kashmir-conflict-has-been-depicted-in-film-many-a-time-but-not-nearly-enough
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736396/komal-rizvi-says-her-ex-husband-hit-her-head-with-a-frying-pan-for-serving-cold-food
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736387/renowned-writer-and-poet-amjad-islam-amjad-passes-away-at-78-in-lahore
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736375/pakistan-agrees-to-imf-conditions-staff-level-accord-still-pending-dar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736165/our-agony-aunt
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736221/pakistans-foreign-exchange-reserves-fall-below-3bn
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736166/the-red-line
https://www.dawn.com/news/1735617/if-pakistan-defaulted
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736009/the-state-bank-of-pakistan-is-equally-to-blame-for-the-current-economic-mess
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736115/still-short-of-imf-all-clear-govt-puts-on-brave-face
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736199/matters-with-imf-expected-to-be-settled-today-dar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736214/speculation-on-social-media-regarding-army-chief-visiting-us-baseless-ispr
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736550/editorial-things-can-get-a-lot-more-difficult-for-pakistan-if-imf-talks-drag-on-unnecessarily
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736551/the-worst-cost-of-living-period-on-record-in-pakistan-is-morphing-into-a-social-and-public-health-crisis
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736563/how-much-tv-do-pakistanis-watch
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736552/amjad-islam-amjad-the-poet-of-romance
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736553/policy-responses-to-address-education-related-issues-need-to-be-holistic-and-require-a-coherent-approach
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736545/inflation-and-its-discontents
https://www.dawn.com/authors/436/sakib-sherani
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736544/education-rural-futures
https://www.dawn.com/authors/10189/hina-saleem
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736543/womens-mobility
https://www.dawn.com/authors/1702/zofeen-t-ebrahim
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736542/regulating-pharma
https://www.dawn.com/authors/10188/ayesha-tammy-haq
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736359/independent-central-bank
https://www.dawn.com/authors/9522/riaz-riazuddin
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736530/final-imf-deal
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736529/moscow-boycott
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736528/fuel-shortages
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736355/ridiculous-laws
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736354/victim-blaming
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736353/jumbo-cabinet


CONTACT

TERMS OF USE

REPRODUCTION COPYRIGHTS

CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

PRIVACY

COMMENT MODERATION

CODE OF ETHICS

SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY

SUBSCRIBE TO NEWSPAPER

ADVERTISE ON DAWN.COM

SPONSORED CONTENT

CLASSIFIEDS

OBITUARIES

PRAYER TIMINGS

STOCK/FOREX/GOLD

WEATHER

DAWN

HERALD

AURORA

PRISM

DAWN NEWS

IMAGES

EOS/ICON/YOUNG WORLD

CITYFM89

TEELI

Copyright © 2023, Dawn

Scribe Publishing Platform

IMF would entail for

the people.

international

meetings, it leaves the

field open to...

so, reports of a

looming shortage...

championing it today. had ‘advice’ for the

victim that showed

him ...

government is sending

all the...

‹ ›

https://www.dawn.com/
https://twitter.com/dawn_com
https://www.facebook.com/dawndotcom
https://www.instagram.com/dawn_dot_com/
https://itunes.apple.com/pk/app/dawn-official-mobile-app/id935631940
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mictronicx.dawn
https://appgallery.huawei.com/#/app/C104007373
https://www.dawn.com/contact
https://www.dawn.com/terms
https://www.dawn.com/reproduction-copyrights
https://www.dawn.com/contribution-guidelines
https://www.dawn.com/privacy
https://www.dawn.com/comments-policy
https://www.dawn.com/code-of-ethics
https://www.dawn.com/social-media-guidelines
https://www.dawn.com/subscription
https://www.dawn.com/marketing
https://www.dawn.com/sponsor-content
https://classifieds.dawn.com/
https://obituary.dawn.com/
https://www.dawn.com/prayers-timings
https://www.dawn.com/stocks
https://www.dawn.com/weather
https://www.dawn.com/
https://herald.dawn.com/
https://aurora.dawn.com/
https://www.dawn.com/prism
https://www.dawnnews.tv/
https://images.dawn.com/
https://www.dawn.com/magazines
https://cityfm89.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkMdI0K-74jAjOmh5J5H97Q
https://www.dawn.com/news/1735739/deposit-50pc-super-tax-in-seven-days-sc-orders
https://www.dawn.com/news/1736375/pakistan-agrees-to-imf-conditions-staff-level-accord-still-pending-dar

